
Planning for 
College

What you need to know about the 
college admission process



Simplify the College Planning Process

1. Understand admission factors

2. Learn about the SAT® and SAT Subject Tests™

3. Explore college options

4. Develop a financial plan

College opportunities exist for everyone. These 
four steps can help simplify the planning process:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are four basic steps in the college planning process:Understand admission factors: Colleges look at many things in determining who to admit. In this section, we’ll go over these factors and show how they can be prioritized.Learn about the SAT® and SAT Subject Tests™: In this section, we’ll go over everything you need to know about the tests and how to prepare for them.Explore college options: This section will help you understand what factors to consider when looking at colleges. Develop a financial plan: Between financial aid and scholarships, there are hundreds of ways to pay for college. This section will help you get organized.



Understand 
Admission 

Factors



The first part of planning for college is understanding what 
factors colleges consider when looking at a student profile. 

What Colleges Consider

• Primary Factors
- Quality/Rigor of Academic 

Courses

- Academic Performance/ 
Grades

- Test Scores (SAT, SAT 
Subject Tests, AP®, etc.)

• Additional Factors
- Extracurricular Activities

- Essay(s)

- Letters of Recommendation

- Demonstrated Interest
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	These factors are broken down into two categories: primary and additional.	In general, primary factors will carry more weight in the admission process. However, there is no one formula that colleges use to admit students. Although grades and test scores are important, it’s a combination of these factors that colleges consider to get the best picture of who a student is and how he or she will fit in at their institution.



Grades & Course Work

Your high school academic record is one of the most 
important factors in college admission. Colleges will 
look at a few aspects:

• Course selection: Challenge yourself with a rigorous 
course load and high-level classes, including AP or 
honors courses.

• Grades: Every year counts, starting with freshman 
year.

• GPA trends: Keep improving through every grade.

• Class rank (if offered by your high school).

Understand  
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A Rigorous Curriculum includes, at minimum: •	Four years of English language arts•	Four years of mathematics, including one or more years of study beyond Algebra II•	Three or more years of history/the social sciences•	Two or more years of the same world language Course Selection:•	Be mindful of what kinds of courses are required for graduation and to get into the college of your choice. If you need help, don’t be afraid to speak up.•	Take a balanced course load. Although you should challenge yourself, you don’t want to take on more than you can handle and risk not doing well in those courses. At the same time, you should not take all easy classes just to increase your GPA. If you need advice on how to pick classes, ask your counselor. Grades: •	Do well throughout high school. Avoid senioritis.•	Good grades may enable you to qualify for certain scholarships. Check online or with your counselor for information on scholarship requirements.Class Rank:  Not all high schools maintain a class ranking. For those that do, colleges are looking to see how you measure up against your peers.  •	A high rank doesn’t necessarily guarantee admission to certain colleges. Many exclusive colleges are choosing from among many high-ranked individuals.•	No matter where you rank, there is a college for you. Trends:  Colleges consider grade trend. Upward trends can help a lot, but downward trends can raise questions. If a student is experiencing an overall downward trend, often a counselor recommendation or special letter can address these issues, especially if there are other circumstances the college should know about.  



Other Considerations

• Positive recommendations from educators and mentors

• Personal statement and essay(s) demonstrating writing 
ability and self-expression

• A “demonstrated interest” that shows your enthusiasm for 
the colleges to which you’re applying

• Extracurricular activities, including participation in sports, 
performing/visual arts, volunteering, etc.

• Community involvement, part-time work or internship 

• Interview (if applicable)
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Admission 

Factors

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Recommendations:•	Be sure to read applications to understand their criteria; some want at least one academic recommendation, some want at least one nonacademic recommendation.•	On the application form, waive your right to view recommendation letters. This gives more credibility to the recommendations in the eyes of the college.Personal Statements/Essays:•	Personal statements and essays are both a measure of writing ability and a window into each student’s background. Although it’s a good idea to show your essay to a few people for their feedback, remember that this is your chance to shine and show colleges how you express yourself. •	In addition to the personal statement/essay, most applications (including the Common Application) have short-answer questions. Use these questions to give additional information about yourself beyond the facts.Demonstrated Interest:•	Colleges like to know that you really want to go to their school, not that they’re an afterthought or backup. Make every effort to show your enthusiasm.	-  Consider early admission/decision.	-  Visit the campus.	-  Participate in an optional interview.	-  Send SAT scores.Extracurricular Activities: •	You don’t need to do a little bit of everything. Instead, try to focus on a few of your interests or passions, and then get involved in activities where you can explore them. This could be the school paper, yearbook, or sports or other school-related activities. Also, don’t be afraid to look outside of school for opportunities: Ask your family and friends about ways to volunteer, intern and/or work in the fields in which you’re interested.•	Colleges want to see:	-  Long-term involvement in these activities	-  Activities that are related to a major or career goal	-  Activities that demonstrate leadership skills and ability



Learn About the 
SAT® and SAT 

Subject Tests™



About the SAT

The SAT measures what you know and how well you 
apply that knowledge. 

• It tests the same things taught every day in high school 
classrooms — reading, writing and math.

• It’s the most widely used college entrance exam. 

• Almost all colleges and universities use the SAT to make 
admission decisions.

• A combination of grades and SAT scores is the best 
predictor of a student’s future success in college.
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•	The SAT is a primary factor in college admission. Though, as you saw previously, not the only factor. •	Although high school grades are a very useful indicator of how students will perform in college, there is great variation in grading standards and course rigor within and across high schools. •	Educators trust the SAT as a useful part of the college application process because the SAT is: 	-  The most widely used standardized admission test	-  The most researched and tested standardized admission test	-  The standard in reliability and validity	-  An internationally recognized, accurate measure of college readiness and scholarship potential



Test Details

• Three sections: critical reading, mathematics and writing

• Length: 3 hours, 45 minutes (including three breaks)

• Score range: 200–800 per section, 600–2400 overall

• Question types:
- Critical Reading — Sentence Completions, Reading Passages

- Mathematics — Algebra, Geometry, Statistics and Probability

- Writing — Essay, Identifying Errors, Improving Grammar and 
Usage
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SAT Question TypesThe SAT contains several different question types, including a student-produced essay, multiple-choice questions and student-produced responses (grid-ins). •	Critical Reading	-  Reading comprehension	-  Sentence completions	-  Paragraph-length critical reading•	Mathematics	-  Numbers and operations	-  Algebra and functions	-  Geometry	-  Statistics, probability and data analysis •	Writing 	-  Grammar usage	-  Word choice	-  Student-written essay Test OrderThe SAT is composed of 10 testing sections. The first section is always a 25-minute essay, and the last section is always a 10-minute, multiple-choice writing section. Sections two through seven are 25-minute sections. Sections eight and nine are 20-minute sections. The Unscored SectionIn addition to the nine scored sections of the SAT, there is one 25-minute section that the College Board uses to ensure that the SAT continues to be a fair and valid test. It may be a critical reading, mathematics or multiple-choice writing section.  Your performance in this section does not count toward your score, and you will not be able to tell which section is unscored while you are taking the test. When to Take the SATMost students take the SAT during their junior and senior year in high school, and that’s what is typically recommended. At least half of all students take the SAT twice ﾑ usually once in the spring of their junior year and again in the fall of their senior year. Most students improve their scores the second time around. This is partly due to covering more academic material from junior to senior year.It’s recommended that students take the test no more than twice. It is not likely you will increase your score in any significant way by taking the test three or more times.



Getting Ready for the SAT

• Select challenging high school courses.

• Read widely and write extensively, both in and out 
of school.

• Take the PSAT/NMSQT® as a sophomore or junior.

• Become familiar with SAT question types, format 
and directions.

• Take advantage of free College Board resources 
at sat.collegeboard.com.
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	The best way to get ready for the test is to do well in school, study hard and become familiar with the test and the testing environment. There are no tricks or shortcuts to improving your performance.	SAT practice in a school or home setting can help you familiarize yourself with the test and the test-taking environment. There are also many free online resources to help guide you, including a full-length timed practice test.	Go to sat.collegeboard.com to see some of these free and affordable practice tools.  



A Little Practice Goes a Long Way

• Research is clear that cramming and short-term 
test prep aren’t effective substitutes for hard work 
in school.

• To feel comfortable and confident on test day, it’s 
a good idea to be familiar with the test format and 
question types.

• Like anything else in life, a little practice never 
hurts.
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Commercial, short-term test-prep courses are expensive and often promise more than they can deliver. Independent research validates this claim. In sports, a warm-up round or scrimmage match is always a good way to prepare for the real game.



About SAT Subject Tests

SAT Subject Tests allow you to showcase your accomplishments 
and interest in subjects in which you do well. They provide a more 
complete story about your academic abilities and distinguish you in 
the admission process.

For admission
• Certain schools require or recommend them as part of the admission 

process.

For placement and advising 
• Placement out of beginner classes allows you to focus on more 

interesting/in-depth classes and satisfy basic requirements for certain 
majors prior to attending college.

• College advisers use them to help you pick course subjects and levels.

Learn 
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Why Take SAT Subject Tests?They provide a more complete story about students and help distinguish them in the admission process.They help fill in students’ college admission portfolios to show a more holistic picture of academic achievement.They reflect subject matter learned in class and provide a truer picture of a student’s classroom knowledge.Certain colleges require or recommend them as part of the admission process, to place out of beginner classes, or to advise students about course selection and placement.



About SAT Subject Tests

Subject Tests cover content knowledge in:
Literature U.S. History Biology 

Math Level 1 World History Chemistry

Math Level 2 Physics

Foreign language Subject Tests measure reading comprehension, 
language usage and vocabulary. Some of these tests have a 
listening component:
Spanish Chinese French

Japanese German Korean

Modern Hebrew Latin Italian

Learn 
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	Test Structure	Tests last one hour and consist of multiple-choice questions.	Test Questions	Literature, Math, History & Sciences:Fundamental content knowledge Ability to apply content knowledge to solve routine and nonroutine problems	Foreign language reading tests:  Reading comprehensionLanguage usage and vocabulary	Foreign language with listening tests: Listening comprehension plus reading comprehension Language usage and vocabulary



Getting Ready for SAT Subject Tests

• It’s best to take a Subject Test after completing course 
work for that subject. However, foreign languages, math 
and literature tests should be taken after two or more 
years of study in those areas.

• The best way to prepare for the Subject Tests is to review 
what you’ve learned in the classroom.

• Be sure to take advantage of free College Board 
resources at sat.collegeboard.com.
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When to Take SAT Subject Tests	The best time to take a Subject Test is upon completing course work for that particular subject. Language tests should be taken after at least two years of study of relevant subject material. Literature and math tests should be taken toward the end of high school when students have advanced their knowledge of the subject.Getting Ready for Subject TestsSubject Tests reflect high school material learned in class, so the best way to do well on them is to review the subject material from class.Free practice resources are available online at: sat.collegeboard.com.Official study guides published by the College Board are available for purchase online as well.



Score Choice™

Score Choice™ enables you to choose which scores you 
send to colleges by test date for the SAT and by individual 
test for the SAT Subject Tests.

• Score Choice can be used on any score report that you 
send, including the four reports included with registration.

• Score Choice is an optional feature, and you should 
follow each college’s stated score-use practice when 
using it.

• Colleges and universities will only receive the scores that 
you send them — your scores will not be released for 
admission purposes without your specific consent.
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Score ChoiceTM is a feature that enables students to choose which scores they send to colleges by test date for the SAT and by individual test for the SAT Subject Tests.Score Choice can be used on any score report that you send, including the four reports included with registration.Score Choice is an optional feature, and you should follow each college’s stated score-use practice when using it.Colleges and universities will only receive the scores that you send them — your scores will not be released for admission purposes without your specific consent.The best way to take advantage of Score Choice is by registering at www.collegeboard.com. You can also call customer service toll free at 888-SAT-HELP.



Myth vs. Reality Learn 
About the 

SAT

The SAT is a logic test designed to trick students.

The SAT does not test logic abilities or IQ. SAT questions are 
based on high school subjects, and students who do well in the 
classroom are often the same ones who do well on the test.

Short-term commercial test-preparation courses give students 
an advantage.

Students see very insignificant results from such courses. The 
best way to get ready for the SAT is to take a challenging course 
load and study hard.

The SAT is the most important factor in admission.

The SAT is just one of many factors. Although grades and 
SAT scores are important, colleges look at and value other 
things, too.

Presenter
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	There is a lot of misinformation floating around about the SAT. You may have heard some of these myths about the SAT, but the truth is this: The SAT is a fair assessment that colleges use to measure what students know and what they know they can do.	Myth/Reality #1	The SAT measures your knowledge of the subjects you learned in the classroom, including reading, writing and math, and how well you can apply that knowledge outside of the classroom. The SAT helps colleges get to know you better by giving them insight into how you think, solve problems and communicate.	Myth/Reality #2	Independent research shows that these courses promise more than they can deliver. Simply taking the SAT a second time usually results in a score increase. Being a proactive student and seeking help in the form of practice tests and questions are all you need to get ready for the test. Best of all, these methods are free.	Myth/Reality #3	Standardized test scores are just one thing that colleges look at. The SAT helps colleges compare students from different high schools, but it is not a substitute for doing well in school.



Explore College 
Options



Now that you know what colleges 
are looking for, it’s time to put them to 

the test.

Which colleges are right for you?

Explore 
College 
Options



What to Consider

Size and diversity of student body

Location

Academic programs

Campus life — athletics, activities, housing

Graduation and retention rates

Financial aid and scholarship opportunities

Above all, think about where you will be the most happy 
and successful in your college life.

Explore 
College 
Options
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Size and Diversity of the Student BodySize will affect many of your opportunities and experiences,including:･	Range of academic majors offered･	Extracurricular possibilities･	Amount of personal attention you’ll receive･	Number of books in the libraryWhen considering the student body, be sure to think aboutfactors such as the geographic, ethnic, racial and religiousdiversity of the student body. Explore what kinds of studentorganizations, or other groups with ethnic or religiousfoundations, are active and visible on campus.LocationDo you want to visit home frequently, or do you see this as atime to experience a new part of the country? Perhaps you likean urban environment with access to museums, ethnic food orwell-known sports teams. Or maybe you want easy access tothe outdoors or the community feel of a small town. Academic ProgramsIf you know what you want to study, research the reputations ofacademic departments by talking to people in the fields thatinterest you. If you’re undecided, relax and pick an academicallybalanced institution that offers a range of majors and programs. Campus LifeConsider what your college life will be like beyond theclassroom. Aim for a balance between academics, activities andsocial life. Before choosing a college, learn the answers to thesequestions:•	What extracurricular activities, athletics and special interest groups are available?•	Does the community around the college offer interesting outlets for students?•	Is there an ethnic or religious group in which to take part?•	How do fraternities and sororities influence campus life?•	Is housing guaranteed?•	How are dorms assigned?Retention and Graduation RatesOne of the best ways to measure a school’s quality and thesatisfaction of its students is to find out what percentage ofstudents return after their first year and the percentage ofstudents who actually graduate. A college with good retentionand graduation rates often indicates that responsible academic,social and financial support systems exist for most students.Financial Aid and ScholarshipsToday’s college price tag makes cost an important considerationfor most students. However, virtually all colleges work to ensurethat academically qualified students from every economiccircumstance can find financial aid that allows them to attend.We will talk more about this later.



Visit Campuses

Take a campus tour.

Speak with an admission counselor.

Ask about financial aid opportunities.

Sit in on a class of interest.

Read the student newspaper.

Talk to students and faculty.  

Get to know a school from the inside:

Explore 
College 
Options
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In addition to what’s on this slide, here are some other things to do when you visit a campus:•	Get business cards and names of people you meet for future contacts. •	Pick up financial aid forms. •	Participate in a group information session at the admission office. •	Spend the night in a dorm. •	Try to find other student publications — department newsletters, alternative newspapers and literary reviews. •	Scan bulletin boards to see what day-to-day student life is like. •	Eat in the cafeteria. •	Wander around the campus by yourself. •	Read for a little while in the library and see what it’s like. •	Search for your favorite book in the library. •	Browse in the college bookstore. •	Walk or drive around the community surrounding the campus. •	Listen to the college’s radio station. •	Try to see a dorm that you didn’t see on the tour. •	Imagine yourself attending this college for four years.



Get Organized and Apply

• Narrow and categorize your choices:
- “More than likely” schools (1 or 2)

- “Good match” schools (2 to 4)

- “Reach” schools (1 or 2)

• Review scholarship and financial aid requirements.

• Revise application essays and share drafts with a trusted 
teacher, adviser or family member.

• Ask for recommendations and set firm dates for their 
completion.

• Request transcripts and schedule interviews, if needed.

Explore 
College 
Options
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Narrow Your ChoicesYour college list should include approximately five to eightcolleges, but there isn’t one magic number. Applying to toomany colleges (more than 10, generally) is expensive andunnecessary. Your list should break down like this:•	One or two colleges where you feel you’ll most likely get in. These are usually called “safeties” or “backups.”•	Two to four colleges that are overall good matches. These are the colleges that are equally as interested in you as you are in them. •	One or two “reach” colleges. These are the colleges that you may be very excited about but feel are a bit of a reach. Review the Personal Essay•	Remember, this is your essay: Although it is OK to get a second opinion, having someone else heavily edit or write your essay is not allowed. •	Refocus: Does your main idea come across clearly? Do you prove your points with specific details? Read your essay aloud to make sure everything sounds right. •	Get feedback: Have someone you like and trust (but someone likely to tell you the truth) read your essay. Ask them to tell you what they think you’re trying to convey. Did they get it right? •	Edit down: Your language should be simple, direct and clear. Make every word count.•	Proofread two more times: Careless spelling or grammatical errors, awkward language or fuzzy logic will detract from your essay.RecommendationsRecommendations don’t always have to come from teachers orschool faculty. Think outside the box and talk to those whoknow you best: your boss, pastor, rabbi, etc. •	Don’t just ask any teacher; ask someone with whom you have a good relationship and who knows something about you and the way you think.•	Don’t be shy. Teachers are usually happy to help you, as long as you respect their time constraints.•	Include addressed and stamped envelopes for each school to which you’re applying.•	Provide the deadlines for each recommendation that you are requesting, especially noting the �earliest deadline.•	Follow up with your recommendation writers a week or so before your first deadline, to ensure that the recommendations have been mailed or to see if additional information from you is required.•	Once you have decided which college to attend, write thank-you notes to everyone who provided a recommendation and tell them where you’ve decided to go to college. Be sure to do this before you leave high school.



Develop a 
Financial Plan



Add It Up

Determine all college costs — not just tuition.

Calculate your college savings so far and see if you’re 
on track.

Estimate your family’s expected contribution —
an EFC calculator is available at 
www.collegeboard.com/payforcollege.

Search for scholarships — try the Scholarship 
Search: www.collegeboard.com/scholarships.

Remember to explore every opportunity!

Develop a 
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College Costs•	Tuition and fees: These are the costs of your education. They may vary based on your academic program and number of credit hours. If the tuition is not the same for all full-time students, you may have to calculate your own tuition based on the charge per credit hour. The tuition charge will appear on the bill.•	Room and board: Many colleges require incoming students to live on campus and choose a meal plan. The charges will vary depending on the room and meal plan you choose. If you plan to live off campus, you’ll need to make your own estimate of these expenses.•	Books and supplies: This expense covers your course materials. •	Personal expenses: The costs for things like laundry and telephone fall under personal expenses. Keep careful track of these, as they can quickly build up. •	Travel: The cost of travel is usually not added to the budget, unless the student lives more than a few hundred miles away from campus. 	If you have questions about these expenses, you may want to contact the colleges to which you are applying for cost estimates. Savings Options and Expected Family ContributionFor more on these subjects, refer students and parents to www.collegeboard.com.ScholarshipsFollowing are several sources where information about scholarships can be found. Be sure to thoroughly investigate all options.Local Scholarships In general, the smaller the geographical area a scholarship covers, the better your chances of getting one. Begin with your high school guidance office and continue to the college aid section of your public library. Most libraries will have a number of books about financial aid, including scholarship guides such as the College Board’s Scholarship Handbook. They also may have information on local scholarships.Membership Organizations and Employers•	Explore categories you might not have considered, such as religious, community service, fraternal, military, union and professional. •	And don’t forget your parents. Many large companies offer scholarships or tuition programs for children �of employees. •	Don’t overlook student jobs. Employers such as fast-food chains, department stores and supermarkets often give scholarships. Free Scholarship Search ServiceA scholarship search company collects information on hundreds of awards and compares your student characteristics with scholarship restrictions. Based on your answers to a questionnaire, you will receive a list of possible scholarships. Here are some free scholarship search services:•	Scholarship Search•	FastWeb•	Scholarship Research Network Express•	Wiredscholar Important: Watch out for scams that charge students for information that’s available for free. You should never have to pay for scholarship information or applications.Your State Department of Higher EducationAlmost every state has a scholarship program for residents - keep in mind, however, that awards are usually limited to students who attend college in-state. Institutional Scholarships•	Research what kinds of scholarships are available at the schools that interest you.•	Check out college websites, catalogs and financial aid offices for this information.•	Eligibility for scholarships can be based on merit, financial need, intended major, ethnicity or a variety of �other factors. 



Apply and Compare

• Know your options: grants, loans, work-study, etc.

• Fill out the free FAFSA application as early as 
possible, and meet all deadlines.

• Compare financial aid awards and determine how 
they fit with other contributions:
- Family

- Savings

- Scholarships

Develop a 
Financial 

Plan
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Your Options•	Grants — Also called gift aid, grants don’t have to be repaid and you don’t need to work to earn them. Grant aid comes from federal and state governments and individual colleges. •	Loans — Most financial aid comes in the form of loans, i.e., aid that must be repaid. Most loans that are awarded based on financial need are low-interest loans sponsored by the federal government. The government pays for these loans, so no interest accrues until you start repaying the loans after you graduate.•	Work-Study — Student employment and work-study aid help students pay for education costs such as books, supplies and personal expenses. Work-study is a federal program that provides students with part-time employment to help meet their financial needs and gives them work experience while serving their campuses and surrounding communities.FAFSA•	The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is the financial aid application form you will need to apply for federal and state student grants, work-study and loans. •	The FAFSA comes in two versions — paper and electronic. The paper version is distributed to high schools, so you should first check with your guidance office. If you don’t have any luck there, try the public library or the financial aid office of a local college. You can also get a paper copy of the FAFSA by calling 1-800-4-FED-AID or 1-800-433-3243.•	You can complete, submit and track your application using FAFSA on the Web at www.fafsa.ed.gov. This is the easiest way to apply for federal aid. The deadlines for your state or schools may be different from the federal deadlines and you may be required to complete additional forms. Ask your school about its definition of an application deadline — whether it is the receipt date and time or the process date and time of the application. Federal student aid considers a FAFSA’s receipt date and time to be when the FAFSA/correction is submitted successfully.



Congratulations, you’re off to college!

Making a Decision

• Try to visit colleges where you’ve been accepted.

• Compare financial aid packages.

• Send your deposit.

• Get ready to graduate!

Presenter
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How to choose between several acceptances:•	Do some soul-searching to figure out which of your colleges would provide the best fit for you. Consider and prioritize location, size, mix of students, academics, extracurricular activities and facilities.•	Although this decision is ultimately a personal one, it never hurts to ask for advice from people who know you well and care about your future, like your parents, counselors, friends or relatives. •	Get firsthand knowledge about what it’s really like to attend a particular college from current students. Don’t be afraid to ask frank questions—your future college will be your home, school and work for the next four years.•	Visiting a college’s campus can help break a deadlock if you can’t decide between two or more colleges. At this point, a campus visit is less about facts and figures than intuition and whether you click with a school. •	If you receive offers of financial aid from more than one college, use the College Board’s Compare Your Aid Awards tool to compare:	-  Total amount of aid awarded	-  Family share of costs	-  Percentage of gift aid (grants and scholarships) versus self-help aid (work-study and loans) for up to four schools, side by side•	You can find the College Board comparison tool at http://apps.collegeboard.com/fincalc/compare_aid.jsp.•	Many colleges expect your final decision by May 1, so you have about one month to make up your mind. Try to keep your options open in case circumstances change (e.g., you decide to change your intended major).•	Once you’ve made a decision, send in your acceptance letter. Don’t forget to let all of the schools that offered you admission know your final choice. A simple letter thanking them for their consideration, but declining their offer, will do.Congratulations, you’ve made it to the end of the process!Remember to keep up with all of the paperwork your college sends you over the summer and, if you have questions, call us or the admission office at your new college.



College Planning Recap

Remember: College opportunities exist for everyone!

• Simplify the planning process:
- Understand admission factors.

- Learn about the SAT and SAT Subject Tests.

- Explore college options.

- Develop a financial plan.

For more college tools and guidance, visit 
www.collegeboard.com.


	Planning for College
	Simplify the College Planning Process
	Understand Admission Factors
	What Colleges Consider
	Grades & Course Work
	Other Considerations
	Learn About the SAT® and SAT Subject Tests™
	About the SAT
	Test Details
	Getting Ready for the SAT
	A Little Practice Goes a Long Way
	About SAT Subject Tests
	About SAT Subject Tests
	Getting Ready for SAT Subject Tests
	Score Choice™
	Myth vs. Reality
	Explore College Options
	Now that you know what colleges �are looking for, it’s time to put them to �the test.���Which colleges are right for you?
	What to Consider
	Visit Campuses
	Get Organized and Apply
	Develop a Financial Plan
	Add It Up
	Apply and Compare
	Making a Decision
	College Planning Recap

